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Program 
 
Friday, November 30, 2012 

17:30-18:00 Lobby Registration (badge pick up, workshop registry, social event tickets, etc.) 
 

18:00-19:30  Seminar 1 Wright, Andrew (workshop) 
Using stories in language teaching 
Stories are not an occasional entertainment but as essential to people as water is to fish.  
Why not make much more use of stories in the language classroom? In this workshop I will 
share with participants ways of making stories with students and some ways of responding 
to stories.  I will choose examples according to the needs of participants.  Teachers of all 
ages and language levels of student are welcome.  This will be a practical workshop in 
which participants will, ‘have a go’. 
 

 Special  Hennessey, Nick (workshop) 
What are the basic skills required to tell a traditional story? 
In the workshops we will be exploring the structure of the traditional story, the story that 
comes from the oral culture, so participants can make it their own and bring life to the telling 
of it. We will explore rhythms of speaking as well as the rhythms of imagery, helping us to 
gain a deeper understanding of the architecture of a story. 
 

19:30-21:00  Lobby Mini Reception, Networking Event 
 
Saturday, December 1, 2012 

9:00-13:00 Lobby Registration (badge pick up, workshop registry, social event tickets, etc. 
 

9:30-10:20 Seminar 4 Opening Ceremony 
Morbiducci, Marina (plenary) 
The 'ripple effect' of literary texts: Researching, translating, applying. 
Approaching a literary text, especially in the spirit of experimentation, enriches, inspires and 
empowers teachers of English language, who are frequently on the verge of burnout. To 
start, we will consider a variety of the new research methods available that have the 
potential to motivate teachers to investigate new literary texts. Next, we will consider how to 
incorporate the target language text via translation. This part will make references to Susan 
Sontag's view of translation as the circulatory system of literature in the world and also to 
George Steiner's "hermeneutic motion" --the theoretical framework within which we can see 
the potential of translation as a pedagogical tool. Finally we will examine in more detail some 
specific literary texts in translation to understand how language learning can be empowered 
through translation. I will use the image of a "(triple) ripple effect", of concentric circles, to 
suggest the harmonization and co-presence of the three levels (researching, translating, 
applying). 
 

1030-10:55 Seminar 2 Judge, Patrick B.  
The power of a good story: Using the TV series, Battlestar Galactica, to practice EAP 
skills in a Japanese university. 
The presenter is an instructor in a policy studies program at a university in Japan, teaching a 
course called “Galactica - Using Drama to Explore Issues of Policy, Philosophy, and 
Society”. Students make verbal arguments, take a point of view and explain their reasoning. 
Course goals are to enhance debate & discussion skills, improve university-level reading 
and listening, and continue their acquisition of academic vocabulary in context. Using the 
power of an exciting drama, the presenter has observed L2 students engaged in vibrant 
discussions on serious contemporary topics such as: torture, gender roles, ‘just war’ theory, 
and the limits of democracy in times of crises. Debates that were as expressive and 
academically rigorous as anything the presenter has witnessed with native English speaking 
university students. The presenter will explore how innate love of storytelling motivates 
students to continue improving in an EAP (English for Academic Purposes) elective. 
 

 Seminar 3 Caluianu, Daniela  
Teaching linguistics through literature  
Teaching English linguistics to undergraduate students in a Japanese college can be a 
challenging job if English is the language of instruction. The students have to deal with the 
defamiliarization of everyday language inherent in linguistic analysis, while wielding the 
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rather forbidding Latinate linguistic terminology. No wonder they find the discipline dry even 
though they consider it useful. On the other hand, many students find literature interesting, 
but tend to think of it as less useful. The goal of this talk is to show how literary texts can be 
used to teach linguistic concepts in a more engaging way. I will discuss the use of literary 
texts explicitly dealing with linguistic issues, and that of literary works that illustrate at textual 
(macro) level issues that are treated at sentence (micro) level in linguistics. 
 

 Seminar 4 Toyota, Junichi  
Register and functions of communication: linguistic orientation in interpreting 
register  
This paper examines the internal structure of spoken and written register and why the 
difference exists in some languages but not in others. The main argument is based on a 
semiotic classification of world languages by Durst-Andersen (2011), known as linguistic 
orientation. Basic functions in communication are three-fold: describing situations, 
expressing one’s personal view and transferring information to hearers. These can indeed 
affect the register, e.g. spoken register is concerned with the description of situations (i.e. 
here and now among interlocutors), while written register is based on the transfer of 
information (i.e. across place and time among communicators). Some languages have an 
option to switch among these functions, but others don’t. This is why the register difference 
exists in some languages and not in others. It is also mentioned that such awareness can 
lead to more efficient teaching planning based on each student’s L1. 
 

11:00-11:25 Seminar 2 Lauritsen, Arthur  
Using the True Stories book series for a story telling centered class exercise 
This paper will introduce the audience to the ESL True Stories series written by Sandra 
Heyer. Along with an introduction to the series, this presentation will also take teachers 
through the steps of designing a lesson around a story.  There are several factors that 
need to be considered when using stories in the classroom and this paper will pay careful 
attention to Stephen Krashen's comprehensible input. The presentation will conclude with a 
sample lesson that carefully shows the audience all the steps taken in designing the lesson 
from rough product to finished lesson. 
 

 Seminar 3 Evans, Hywel  
Using Literary Texts in Translation Tasks for Oral Production   
One of the primary goals of task-based pedagogy is to stretch learners' interlanguage. The 
well-known problem of limited interactions in monolingual task performance, where students 
complete tasks without much interaction in the target language is a major obstacle to 
achieving this goal. However, this problem can be very straightforwardly overcome by using 
L1 texts in communicative translation tasks for oral production. It will be shown how literary 
texts can be used to carefully control and sustain L2 performance in dynamic, highly 
enjoyable classes that require very little preparation and minimal interference by the 
teacher/facilitator, and which provide a natural springboard to study of L2 literary texts. There 
will also be a little discussion of recent research in the field regarding the use of student 
language in L2 learning. 
 

 Seminar 4 Bibby, Simon  
Read, connect, discuss: bringing literature alive in the language classroom 
"To become a capable reader of literature is a twofold ability: to generalize from the given 
text(s) to other texts; and to generalise beyond, to the reader's own life and position in 
society, and to society as a whole. How to help our language students become increasing 
adept readers of L2 literature? Which texts to choose? How to facilitate increased student 
engagement and understanding with the text? How to encourage meaning-creation by 
interacting/transacting with the text? What activities can the teacher use to bring a text alive? 
How to facilitate connections between texts? How to help students make connections to life 
beyond the text? This presentation will look at how two recent literature/language courses 
were planned and implemented: a single text 'Animal Farm' course and a multi-text 
'Dystopian literature and cinema' course. I will explain the theoretical underpinning, course 
aims, multiple lesson activities, and course assessment." 
 

11:00-11:55 Tatami A Horne, Kim  
Creating a culture of character through picture books  
Respect, honesty, compassion, generosity, cooperation, responsibility, and self-discipline are 
some of the universal values shared by all cultures. So how can we help our students to 
become smart AND good? What are the core values that support your classroom? How do 
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you transmit those values to your students? Explore how to improve and inspire student 
discipline, motivation and independence by using picture books, and the characters in them, 
to guide students to take responsibility for their learning and behavior and help their own 
character grow! 
 

11:30:11:55 Seminar 2 White, Jason  
Using Nature Poems to Bridge the Culture Divide  
Many EFL teachers shy away from using poetry in their classrooms because they believe it 
is too difficult for themselves and their students to make sense of or too challenging to 
create lesson plans with. However, certain types of poetry are extremely accessible for use 
in foreign language teaching. One such form of poetry is nature poems. The four seasons in 
Japan are a great source of pride for the Japanese people. Implementing nature poetry in 
the literacy classroom can be a powerful tool for bridging the cultural divide because nature 
themes are universally recognizable. By demonstrating the concepts of denotation and 
connotation prior to introducing the poem(s) teachers can build up students’ comprehension 
skills. Next, teachers can introduce the literary element of theme. Once the students 
understand these basic elements of poetry any number of short, accessible nature poems 
can be presented for analysis. 
 

 Seminar 3 Paul, Andrea 
Literature, language teaching, and a systemic functional approach to academic skills 
acquisition 
Literary texts enacting social, cultural and historical experience and discourse (Carter 
2007:5) have been used in L2 education as ‘tools’ for motivation, language extension, 
engagement of cognitive, critical and interpretive processes, interactive negotiation of 
meaning, and as a pathway to cultural understandings (Carroli 2008). Literary texts were 
used as the basis of a read-to-speak curriculum complementing a concurrent exploration of 
media and academic text in an Australian credit-bearing subject for non-English speaking 
background (NESB) under and postgraduate students from a range of disciplines. 
     Students used analytical tools from systemic functional grammar (Halliday & 
Matthiessen 2004), discourse analysis (Martin & Rose 2004, Eggins & Slade 1997) and 
stylistics (Hasan 1985), to broaden understandings of micro discourse characteristics 
including sentence structures, organisation, coherence, patterns of similarity and difference, 
semiotic connotation and concepts of evaluation (appraisal), thesis, argument and evidence. 
 

 Seminar 4 Browne, Charles & Waring, Rob 
How does reading online change the reading experience?  
Extensive Reading, which has gained significant popularity in the past few years, is usually 
practiced with any of thousands of graded readers currently available on the market. 
However, very little online graded material is available in an easy to use format. This 
presentation starts by comparing the two delivery formats, their strengths and limitations. 
     It is likely the online reading experience is significantly different than reading printed 
materials in several important ways. Authorial and Editorial changes include those which 
allow authors and editors to leapfrog over the traditional publisher driven delivery routes with 
a faster writing lead time and shorter production times whereby changes can be made in 
minutes rather than years. Online delivery also is less restrictive in terms of what materials 
can be written as there are lower compliance requirements and a greater flexibility on genre, 
topic and length. This in turn allows for more closely targeted delivery of specific niche 
content. Content changes refer to those whereby the reading experience is enhanced or 
altered in some way either through the addition of interactive features such as dictionaries, 
links, movie clips, activities and so forth.    
    The process of how students read is also likely to change as research shows learners 
read more slowly on a screen than on paper and react to differently reading clues especially 
when reading webpages. Other research suggests online readers tend to scan more when 
reading online and with wider saccadic arcs as they flit from content to content. Additionally, 
readers tend to reader shorter texts often 2-3 pages rather than longer text, which often go 
unfinished. The implications and other research findings will be discussed in the 
presentation. 
 

 Kenkyu LeBlanc, Catherine 
Reading beyond the Lines through Literature Circles 
Reading for beginner and intermediate-level learners of English is often an exercise in 
translation of text without going beyond the level of literal meaning of words in the story. 
Regardless of the learners’ level, students should explore themes and stylistics in literature 
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to increase their engagement with reading and go beyond surface interpretations of the text. 
Literature circles, a cooperative learning activity, can introduce English learners to stylistics 
in text and help them develop a critical approach to reading while increasing their 
communicative competence. The presenter will briefly introduce theoretical underpinnings 
for this activity and offer some ideas for implementation in high school and university 
classrooms. 
 

12:00-12:55                                 LUNCH BREAK 
13:00-13:25 Seminar 1 Davis, Annette 

Storytelling Card Games  
Once Upon a Time from Atlas Games and "StoryWorld" by John and Caitlin Matthews, 
published by Templar, are sets of cards whose pictures and prompts can be used to 
stimulate children to create and tell stories.  Find out how these sets can be used with 
elementary students both as games and as scaffolding for original stories. 
 

13:00-13:55 Seminar 4 Kluge, David   
Telling Stories through Oral Interpretation  
Oral Interpretation, sometimes called the “oralization of literature,” is a method of 
performance that allows, even requires, that the performers have script in hand.  It is a 
format that can be used with children, young adults, or old adults! Since in its purest form it 
eschews sets, costumes, props, lighting, and music, it is an inexpensive but exciting way to 
tell stories in a dramatic way. In this 50-minute workshop, the presenter will first define Oral 
Interpretation, then take the participants through the steps of solo Oral Interpretation, and 
then through ensemble Oral Interpretation, also called Readers Theatre. Each half of the 
workshop will end with a performance by the participants. 
 

 Tatami A Hennessey, Nick (Special Workshop) 
What are the basic skills required to tell a traditional story?  
In the workshops we will be exploring the structure of the traditional story, the story that 
comes from the oral culture, so participants can make it their own and bring life to the telling 
of it. We will explore rhythms of speaking as well as the rhythms of imagery, helping us to 
gain a deeper understanding of the architecture of a story. 
 

13:30-13:55 Seminar 1 Kuze, Kyoko 
The Use of Short Stories in Composition Class 
It is often pointed out that the number of literary texts has been gradually reduced in the 
context of EFL in Japan.  On the other hand, after the reevaluation of literature as language 
learning materials in the 1980s mainly in the U.K. and the U.S.A., literary texts have been 
claimed to be authentic texts that use language in creative ways and offer a variety of 
classroom activities such as role play, discussion, and re-writing.  Encouraged by this idea 
and a pedagogical stylistic view, I occasionally use short stories in university composition 
classes for predictions.  In this task, students read a story to the key point and predict how 
the narrative will develop in the rest of the text.  Introducing this classroom-based activity 
and student perception about it, this talk will explore a possibility of the use of literary texts in 
university EFL classrooms in Japan. 
 

14:00-14:45 Seminar 4 Hullah, Paul (plenary) 
Beyond the Missionary Position: Maintaining Literature’s Effective Aspect 
The language of literary texts consists not simply in lexis, but involves sounds, tones, 
imagery, metaphor, symbolism, irony, inter-textualities, and narratives to anchor purposefully 
arranged themes and ideas. Likewise the ‘grammar’ of literature resides in its formal 
properties, its management of constituent elements, relationships to inherited genres, styles, 
and forms, and how all these function meaningfully to explore (and, ideally, challenge) 
philosophical, ontological, political, artistic, moralistic, sociological, and cultural positions.  
     So it is not necessary to ‘know’ 90% of a literary text’s vocabulary items in order to 
export meaning. The ideas behind a literary text speak as loudly if not louder than its actual 
words. Thus critical thinking and extra-curricular life skills are properly nurtured by carefully 
chosen and appropriately presented literary texts, and thus the presenter advocates the 
maintenance of literature in any English curriculum. These and other reasons for this vital 
maintenance will be identified and discussed here. 
 

15:00-15:55 Seminar 1 Crocker, James  
Sharing Teacher Stories - JALT Literary Review  
This workshop discusses a new venue for the stories of language teachers. The JALT 
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Literary Review is a different kind of journal on the topic of teaching languages. The Review 
looks at the topic from a more creative or literary perspective. Rather than report theories 
and practical teaching ideas based on research and empirical evidence, the JALT Literary 
Review is a venue for more humanistic reflection on what it is that we do. 
     The JALT Literary Review journal publishes short stories, articles, essays, anecdotes, 
poems, cartoons - any form of creative writing which provides insight, reflection, humour, 
and inspiration on the theme of teaching languages here in Japan and elsewhere. The 
journal is published twice yearly and some articles are available online. Submissions are 
reviewed by an editorial committee.  Contributions with the most literary merit are selected 
for publication. Readings are held periodically. Find out more and contribute ideas at this 
workshop. 
 

 Seminar 4 Stein, Kevin  
Your Voice: writing short fiction for your ELLs  
As interest in using literature within the communicative language classroom increases, the 
number of teaching techniques for using fiction grows as well.  Unfortunately, there are a 
limited number of short stories, which lend themselves to use in a discreet class period.  In 
addition, these stories rely heavily on ellipses, are often culturally specific, and require 
readers to infer a great deal of meaning.  Instead of “grading the task” to aid student 
comprehension, more accessible stories can increase the amount of time spent on 
meaning-based communicative activities.  This workshop will focus on how to write short 
fiction for specific learners.  It will present tools for creating level appropriate stories and 
introduce a number of stories written for a variety of learners as templates for the general 
process of writing short fiction for ELLs.  Participants are encourages to bring and share 
stories they have written for their own language classrooms. 
 

 Tatami A Bresnihan, Brian  
What did you like about that story?  
Working mainly with a short written text, his workshop will be about how to craft and tell 
stories so that they are meaningful to and hold the attention and interest of all of the 
listeners, not just those listeners who are attracted by or drawn to the same kinds of details 
and behaviors as the teller of the story.  The aspects of stories and storytelling that will be 
considered come from some of the recommendations given by educators concerned with 
Waldorf education.  The main focus will be on telling stories to children, but the same 
considerations, adjusted for age and maturity, will easily be applicable to storytelling to 
teenagers and to listeners of all ages. 
 

16:00-16:45 Seminar 4 Wright, Andrew (plenary) 
Written and oral storytelling 
Literature and literary studies have a long and distinguished history and both have been 
accorded high status in civilised societies. Oral storytelling has an undoubtedly longer 
history than written storytelling and its effect has had and still has far reaching 
consequences within the individual and within society. Oral storytelling lost its high status 
with the arrival of the printed book. 
     Recent work on the grammar of spoken English is helping people to realise more and 
more clearly the notion that spoken English is not the poor man’s written English but 
language in its own right and with its own forms. 
     English literature is everything that can be done with 26 written letters. In this talk I 
will discuss what can be done with: spoken words, voice, body, costume, pictures, music and 
props, lighting, seating and location...the craft of oral storytelling. 
 

16:45-19:00 Seminar 4 Gala Performances  (TBA) 
 
Sunday, December 2, 2012 

9:30—13:00 Lobby Registration (badge pick up, workshop registry, social event tickets, etc.) 
 

10:00-10:25 Seminar 1 Yamane, Takako  
Music, Games and Stories in ELT class  
Teachers tend to teach just a textbook by explanations and repeating. (e.g. read aloud, repeat 
after the CD). It is not enough to help students’ learning. We need to be active in creating 
students’ engagement and building up students’ confidence by helping them.  Games and 
songs are great tools to help them to be better communicators. By using songs, we can give 
them a chance to think about the lyrics more deeply and we might elicit their creativity. Through 
games, they can memorize the story and tell their friends and write the story… They would be 



11 

more fun to learn! 
 

 Seminar 2 Perez, Mario Alexander  
Dramatic Transformations  
In this paper, the speaker presents on a drama course he teaches at Osaka YMCA 
International High School. He discusses a theater project that he designed in collaboration with 
a local amateur theater company with whom he and his language learning students perform 
authentic one-act plays for live audiences twice a year. He focuses on two of his students to 
highlight the significant transformations that can take place through the use of drama in the 
language classroom, particularly in terms of strengthening learner autonomy, personalizing the 
learning process, and familiarizing students with the target culture. The presenter 
demonstrates how a single course enhanced the language related values (intrinsic, integrative, 
and instrumental) of his students. He also discusses how language teachers might begin 
similar theater projects in their own school. 
 

 Seminar 3 Aldred, Stephanie & Godfrey, Judith 
Repositioning literature in Communicative Language Teaching 
The authors will present a case study from their newly published textbook Literary 
Landscapes. Participants will be taken through a unit introducing key nineteenth century 
authors, demonstrating the uses of text for communicative language teaching 

10:00-10:55 Seminar 4 Jones, Brent A.   
Storytelling and Significant Learning Experiences 
This workshop introduces the use of literary texts in designing significant learning experiences 
(Fink, 2003) for non-native speakers of English. The workshop starts with a discussion of 
various types of significant learning experiences, goes on to introduce Fink’s framework for 
backward curriculum design together with some useful instructional design tools, and 
concludes with some hands on curriculum development work related to participants’ individual 
teaching context. Participants can work by themselves or in groups of their own choosing. 
Examples from courses taught by the presenter will be used to illustrate both the joys and 
potential sorrows that come with this approach to second-language curriculum design. The 
workshop will conclude with a short show-and-tell session. 
 

 Special Davis, Annette; Wilson, Jenny & Mayhew, Saiko  
Storytelling and self-expression  
During a 6-week-long unit, 2nd grade students express ideas and feelings through oral 
storytelling. Resources for stories and techniques for teaching how to tell a story will be 
shared.  Video of the final storytelling festival shows how children with different levels of 
English proficiency can all succeed. Students extended their creativity when they performed 
and enjoyed hearing other storytellers. They also learned that stories are told for many 
reasons especially entertainment. 
 

10:30-10:55 Seminar 1 Sakaguchi, Mizuho 
Recreating One's Story from Fairy Tales and a Screenplay  
How can we motivate students to express themselves in English?  I chose two texts, fairy 
tales and a screenplay.  In one class, we read fairy tales such as “Hansel and Gretel” and 
“Sleeping Beauty.”  At first, I give students a focal question.  Gradually, students contrive 
their own questions and discuss. Then, students in pairs choose one tale they like to analyze, 
make research, and make Power Point presentations.  In another class, we read a 
screenplay, Smoke, written by Paul Auster.  I give one focal question.  The first students in 
each row receive a sheet of paper to answer, students add their answers, and students’ 
answers are presented through OHP.  At the end of the semester, students write their essays, 
and make Power Point / Word presentations.  In addition, students in pairs recite a scene of 
the screenplay.  To summarize, with the help of technology, students can express themselves 
by literary texts. 
 

 Seminar 2 Shiobara, Frances  
Use of Drama Techniques in Literature Classes  
This presentation will provide an overview of a literature course that aims to deepen student 
understanding of authentic English short stories through a range of embedded drama 
activities. Literature classes have traditionally focused on comprehension questions, 
discussions, and vocabulary exercises to help students generate meaning from texts. This 
presentation will demonstrate how the use of drama activities, successfully trialed across a 
variety of courses in Japanese universities, encourages a deeper student engagement with 
texts. It will include practical suggestions on the use of drama activities such as mime, masked 
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skits, ad-lib, and role-play within a text-based course. It will also cover logistical issues such as 
classroom set-up and student assessment. The final aim of the presentation is to give 
participants a range of novel ideas to incorporate into course design and delivery. 
 

 Seminar 3 Unher, Susan 
Children's Literature: How variations play out 
What we choose to read to our children should be of primary importance because the morals 
and values we impart start at infancy and can found in even the first stories a child hears. 
There are many variations on famous childhood stories. They may appear similar at first, but 
the differences may turn out to be of major consequence in terms of the lessons a child learns. 
In this presentation, I would like to discuss several famous children’s works and the variations 
my Japanese college students have offered. I will show how existing variations in plot and 
characterization may affect direct change upon the theme, and the morals and values we instill 
in our children and the generations to come. 
 

11:00-11:55 Seminar 1 Ries, Brendan  
Literature Circles  
The teacher will give a workshop on Literature Circles using selected poems/short story for 
different role-playing tasks in a group. This activity brings art, global issues, critical thinking, 
dialogue and questions into one literature task. 
The Dreamweaver, Sage, Artist, and Word Wizard are a few of the many roles that will be 
introduced in this workshop using authentic works allowing an exciting, creative and interactive 
realm for participants. It will be an experiential workshop. 
 

 Seminar 2 Willis, Sue A.   
Using the Books of Pat Hutchins for Teaching Young ELLs  
This workshop will model how to teach ESL with the distinctive children’s literature of Pat 
Hutchins. Using her books in ‘read-alouds’, shared reading and other methods, a teacher can 
enjoyably not only teach concepts via English but also teach the language itself.  The 
workshop will introduce several of Hutchins’s books and explain how their layouts, cumulative 
stories, repetition, language play and themes can serve as the bases and the tools for attaining 
ESL objectives.  The workshop will use some of Hutchins’s concept and themed books to 
show how specific objectives can be determined and then met with pre- and post-reading 
activities as well as interactivity during reading. The books will be read aloud or shown at least 
in part with sample objectives and activities. Then, participants will be able to choose from 
some of these books on hand and design their own materials and lesson plans within the 
workshop timeframe. 
 
 

 Seminar 3 Angel, Jared   
Incorporating lessons into a novel  
I would like to do a workshop showing how I’ve incorporated my university lessons into my 
recently released fantasy novel (publisher: Silver Leaf Books, Boston, USA). Showing how 
classes can influence the writing of a novel will add weight to the argument that novels are a 
wonderful teaching tool, not just for English but also for covering a wide-range of topics. 
Fantasy traditionally posits a clear distinction between good and evil, quite contrary to the real 
world. Former American President George W. Bush relied on this fantasy motif when he 
singled out particular countries as belonging to an “Axis of Evil” in 2002. However, unlike in 
fantasy stories, the “evil” countries viewed George Bush and the United States as evil. Class 
discussions about what evil is heavily influenced the plot in my novel. 
 

 Seminar 4 Brown, Steve  
Performing Shakespeare in L2: Empowering and motivating learners  
Staging a theatrical performance in another language is a daunting task, particularly when it is 
Shakespeare in the original English, performed by students at a women’s university in Kobe. 
Using video clips and testimonials from students involved in a staging of The Tempest in April 
of this year – the 47th in a long tradition of Shakespeare performances – this workshop 
explores the benefits of such an undertaking. 
     Facilitated by Shakespeare’s original text, the student-led project goes beyond the 
normal attraction of performing on stage and the language learning gains which one might 
expect. Finding themselves empowered as storytellers in English, the growth in students’ 
confidence is tangible, throughout the process and beyond. Furthermore, the collaborative 
nature of the project leads to a heightened sense of community and a shared experience of 
achievement, as well as to an enhanced understanding of learning as a collaborative and 
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dynamic process. 
 

 Special Smith, Cameron  
Teaching Story Writing to EFL Students  
This workshop will present a method and materials that have been developed over the past 
five years into a regular full fifteen week course, in which students of low intermediate level 
and above write two fictional stories of, typically, around 2000 words each. The students are 
both English and non-English majors. The students learn how to design well-formed plots and 
produce compelling characters; they are encouraged to use non-core, more expressive 
vocabulary; they learn the principle of showing, not telling; they look at symbolism, metaphor 
and pacing. The approach has led to increased student output that is typically of much higher 
quality than their level suggests. Workshop participants will go through the stages of story 
planning and character design, and look at various exercises designed to improve students' 
fictional prose writing. Samples of student output will be available as evidence of the method’s 
effectiveness. 
 

12:00-12:55                                 LUNCH BREAK 
13:00-13:45 Seminar 4 Hennessey, Nick (plenary) 

"The Sleeping King and the Body of the World" 
In this talk I shall give an account of how I first came to storytelling and, by telling the first story 
I ever heard from when I was 5 years old, will look at how crucial stories are to our lives. The 
language of story in the oldest language of all because it is the language of dreams, and it is 
because of this that the story is to us all precious and intimate. But how does the story engage 
us so deeply, and how does it communicate so directly? How is the story speaking to us, and 
who is it that is hearing it? Storytelling is a gateway leading directly into the world, and into 
ourselves. 
 

14:00-14:25 Seminar 4 O'Dwyer, Fergus  
Reading and discussing English writing/storytelling from the outer and expanding 
circles 
This paper will report on a reading and discussion/CLIL-type class, for English majors, which 
aims to develop new perspectives on society, culture and English writing. Learners prepare 
and present background, comprehension and discussion topics on a piece of literature (e.g. a 
short story) from the outer or expanding circle. One key aim of the course is to improve the 
student’s ability to interpret text, formulate an opinion and to relevantly support this opinion. 
Reflective activities also involve an element of storytelling, with learners encouraged to 
continue on elements of the short story. Using a sample lesson, I will provide an outline of a 
typical learner presentation and deal with relevant issues. It is hoped that the presentation can 
provide ideas for others to incorporate similar activities in their classroom. 
 

14:00-14:55 Seminar 1 Aldred, Stephanie  
Rote, rhythm and rehearsal: uses of puppetry to support Communicative Language 
Learning and Teaching  
Communicative English Language Teaching highlights the importance of introducing 
meaningful, natural language in contexts that will encourage intrinsic motivation amongst 
non-specialist learners. The abstract grammar drill, for example, is considered unspontaneous 
and depersonalised, hence less likely to effectively engage students and foster learning.  The 
puppetry workshop demonstrates ways in which both grammatical structures and lexical 
phrases can be rehearsed and learnt ‘by heart’ in a natural, yet controlled manner, affording 
multiple exposures to the items being taught with a series of opportunities to experiment 
(‘play’) with both segmental and supra-segmental features. An engaging and stimulating 
puppetry session aims to save the audio-lingual baby from being thrown out with the CLT bath 
water, bringing together and celebrating the strengths of both methodologies. 
 

 Seminar 2 Kobayashi, Dawn   
Picture this: Using kamishibai to boost students' presentation skills  
In the first half of this workshop the speaker will discuss how kamishibai or picture story shows 
were used to develop the presentation skills of first year university students. The speaker will 
use video excerpts to show how students' language and presentation abilities were enhanced 
through the activity and how this helped students to understand the role of creativity in 
language learning. In the second half of the workshop, the speaker will invite participants to 
create their own short kamishibai and think about how they might use the technique in their 
own teaching situations. 
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 Seminar 3 Kowalski, Charles   
Storytelling Technique for Language Teachers  
When language teachers use oral storytelling in class, the story becomes much more than 
words. The storyteller’s tone of voice, facial expression, physical posture, and gestures all help 
make the story come alive for students. This workshop will help teachers discover, refine, and 
unleash their innate talent as storytellers. Hands-on activities will focus on: using tone of voice 
to convey meaning, using gestures to establish the setting of the story, using facial expression 
and posture to distinguish between characters, and using a BRIO (Brief Reminder of Image 
Order) to remember the sequence of the story without word-for-word memorization. At the end 
of the workshop, participants will use their newfound skills to share stories in small groups, and 
marvel to behold their transformation into dynamic storytellers! 
 

 Seminar 4 Acar, Adam 
Every Brand Has a Story to Tell: Teaching Students How to Create an Effective 
Marketing Plan 
Marketing Competition Japan (MCJ) is a task-based learning activity that allows participants to 
improve their English skills, critical thinking skills, and presentation skills by providing an 
opportunity to work on a real life business case. It is the first competition that combines 
English, business, and social media elements in order to raise globally competent college 
students who are equipped with the knowledge of modern communication technologies and 
business skills. Its format is very simple: students form small groups, prepare a basic 
marketing plan in English by following the outline on marketingjp.com, and present their plans 
in English before judges and an audience to win the grand prize. MCJ increases student 
engagement in class because it is based on a real case, promotes creativity, and requires 
teamwork. In this workshop we will explore how to approach a business problem from the 
perspective of a story-teller and show students how to use functional and emotional product 
benefits to come up with original marketing ideas. 

 Special Wright, Andrew (Special Workshop) 
Using stories in language teaching 
Stories are not an occasional entertainment but as essential to people as water is to fish.  
Why not make much more use of stories in the language classroom? 
In this workshop I will share with participants ways of making stories with students and some 
ways of responding to stories.  I will choose examples according to the needs of participants.  
Teachers of all ages and language levels of student are welcome.  This will be a practical 
workshop in which participants will, ‘have a go’. 
 

14:30-14:55 Seminar 4 Nabae, Hitomi    
Use of Dramatization in a University Reading Class: the Significance of Re-telling a 
Story  
I would like to demonstrate the importance of using dramatization in an advanced (university 
level) reading class. I have been teaching "Reading" to the fourth year students, since this is 
the final year of their English learning, I so structure it that they can make use of the English 
skills that they have learned in secondary education. This year, to let them learn the 
importance of stories, I chose one short story and asked them to compose a mini-drama of 
about 8 min. The four groups we had in class came up with their own scenarios, all different 
and unique. Their performances testified to their deep understanding of the story as well as 
human relationships in general. I would like to show parts of the video clips of the students' 
performances in order to discuss the importance of re-telling the stories as an active learning 
process, which will turn their acquired classroom English into an active language that is useful 
and valid outside the classroom. 
 

15:00-15:55 Seminar 1 Head, Ellen   
The Five Dimensions of Stories  
In this workshop we will explore stories through various theoretical frameworks. For students 
perhaps one of the most interesting ways of looking at stories is through the 5 Dimensions of 
Culture. (Hofstede, 1991). A story can reveal the cultural preoccupations of the society where it 
originated. Over time or through the originality of particular writers or tellers, the theme of a 
story can change or be deliberately twisted by a writer. According the British mythologist Martin 
Shaw, a story resembles “a mysterious being” (Shaw 2011). This view builds on Jungian 
analysis in which characters symbolize aspects of one psyche and stories themselves are 
tools of healing . According to a neurological perspective, narratives are basic to 
consciousness and precede language. (Damasio,1991) In this workshop we look at how 
particular stories and theories can form the basis of activities to enlighten and entertain our 
students. 



15 

 Seminar 2 Willis, Sue A.   
Training Pre-Service and In-Service Teachers of Young English Language Learners in 
the Use of English-Language Books, Stories, and Songs  
This presenter has been responsible for training pre-service and in-service non-native 
English-speaking teachers in the UAE. Both groups were trained with varying examples of 
sharing literature and language play with young EFL learners and given direct experience with 
‘Western’ English-language-based children's literature. The pre-service (college student) 
trainees were coached in designing and presenting original activities for/to children and, at a 
major national conference, to in-service teachers and education ministry officials, among 
others. This workshop will review the training of these groups, what went into the student 
presentation designs, and the results accomplished. It will span a spectrum of literature and 
models of literature-sharing and give participants opportunities to extemporaneously create 
their own activities for helping English learners interact with literature. Though literature shared 
will be English-language mediated, methods are applicable to other language learning, 
basically covering literature and activities useful for language learning from elementary through 
middle school. 
 

 Seminar 4 Furmanovsky, Michael  
Using Narrative and Story Songs in the Classroom  
Songs from the country and folk music genre can tell quite complex stories, often with highly 
economical and thoughtful language. They are often rich in expressions and analogies and 
commonly incorporate elements of both literary narration and character development. As such 
they can be treated as a story or “text” for both a conventional reading and content-based 
literature class. While some country and folk songs do leave room for interpretation, they 
generally lack the type of comprehension difficulties inherent in most poetry and thus lend 
themselves to a wider range of EFL proficiency levels. In addition to these advantages the 
lyrics of almost all songs (and often the songs themselves) can be easily found on the Internet 
and used without any charges. The presenter will introduce carefully selected narrative and 
story songs that have provided a basis for motivating students who might otherwise shy away 
from literature. 
 

 Special Muller, Theron, 
Asking rhetorical questions, getting unexpected answers 
This workshop will offer an opportunity for teachers to share the stories of their students 
throughout the years. The inspiration for the workshop is students’ own words as they were 
asked to write 100 words in response to reflective questions as part of their English 
coursework homework. Sample questions included, ‘Why are you taking this class?,’ ‘What do 
you you hope to learn in this course?’ and ‘What did you learn in this course?’ Students’ 
answers ranged from the funny to the serious, from the predictable to the surprising, and will 
be shared along with workshop participants’ stories of their students and their classrooms. One 
of the objectives of the workshop will be to rethink the metaphors through which we envision 
classroom, questioning whether the current metaphor of classroom as community really fits our 
students’ hopes and intentions or if there are other models which may more accurately 
describe how our students understand their formal language learning experience. 
 

16:00-16:45 Seminar 4 Lwin, Marlar Soe (plenary) 
Story and Discourse: Mining the Storytelling Discourse for Language Teaching 
Resources 
Following the narratological distinctions of story and discourse, oral storytelling can be treated 
as constituting the story and the storytelling discourse. In this talk, I will use actual storytelling 
interactions as the data and discuss key theoretical principles about the richness of storytelling 
discourse, such as its structure, interaction patterns and multimodal features. I will explore how 
these principles can be applied to pedagogical practices on using stories and storytelling as 
language teaching resources.  
 

17:00-18:45 Seminar 4 Gala Performances (TBA) 
18:45-19:00 Seminar 4 Closing 
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